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Thematic Study of The Flight of Time . Time, Death and Memories
XU Manlin

Abstract: As far as the poetic style is concerned, Akhmatova’s writing can be said to fall into two periods of great differences,
and the second one is known to be represented by a collection she claims “the seventh book” , The Flight of Time, a metaphor for
a happy ending of her writing career. The main themes of this collection are time, death and memory, which are typical of
Akhmatova’s later works, closely interrelated and entwined, producing a broad context and symbolizing Akhmatova’ s reflection and
summary of her age. As such, Akhmatova, “the last living contact of the elapsed time” , is of special significance to the Russian
spiritual life, with her poems offering the Russians access to recollecting the tragic history of the twentieth century and remembering
the tragic fate of her contemporaries.
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