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The Meaning Extension of Classifier “ba” .

The Embodied-Cognitive Perspective
LIAO Qiaoyun LI Ruixiu

Abstract: Based on the CCL corpus, this study makes a diachronic analysis of the evolution of the three forms of classifier
“ba” , that is, collective classifier, individual classifier and verbal classifier. The results show that the three forms of the classifies
“ba” are different in terms of occurrence time and measurement objects. Besides, the measurement ranges of the three forms have
been expanded and the measured objects have become more and more abstract. What is more, from the embodied-cognitive
perspective, it is found that the multilevel interaction between the cognitive subject and the world works throughout the generative
process of the meaning and concept, and that because of the multilevel embodied-cognitive interaction, the conceptual structure of
classifier “ba” have been extended for several times. In this way, the meaning extension processes of the three forms of classifier
“ba” , that is, “verbal and noun meaning—collective classifier meaning” , “verbal meaning—noun meaning—individual classifier

”

meaning ( things with handle)” , “verbal meaning—individual classifier meaning ( things without handle)” and “verbal meaning
—verbal classifier meaning” , have been completed. Tt is concluded that under the influence of the multilevel embodied-cognitive
interaction, the generation of classifier “ba” and the abstraction of its measured objects have been realized based on the metonymic
mechanism represented as the relationship of proximity. This research can provide reference for the study of word meaning

evolution based on the embodied-cognitive view and provide guidance for teaching Chinese as a foreign language.

Key words: classifier “ba” ; multilevel embodied-cognitive interaction; metonymic mechanism
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